Picnic in Poland

New and experienced hams meet in the

woods of Warsaw, Poland, for the annual
‘radio picnic,” an event featuring amateur
radio and emergency preparedness activities.

Henryk Kotowski, SMOJHF

Though the phenomenon of electromag-
netic radiation is used by billions of people
today, the benefits of the radio communi-
cation hobby are not so obvious to newer
generations. Different approaches must be
taken to initiate newcomers into the ham
community.

One method, successfully realized by the
Mazovian Amateur Radio EmComm Met,
Branch 37 of the Polish Amateur Radio
Union, and the Warsaw Amateur Radio
Club, is to arrange meetings in the open
air for anyone interested in amateur radio.
Each fall, they bring radios, antennas, and
other accessories, set up camp in a forest
outside of Warsaw, and demonstrate how
to use all kinds of radio equipment. They
call it a “radio picnic,” and the emphasis is
on showing how radio is used in emer-
gency situations and what amateurs can
do to help.

The highlight of many open-air ham radio meetings
is releasing a helium balloon carrying radio
equipment. A small parachute will allow the payload
1o land relatively safely. The box usually contains

a beacon, a radicsonde reporting altitude and
speed, a GPS receiver, a repeater, and a slow scan
television (SSTV) transmitier. The modules are easy
1o acquire today, and the teenage members of a
radio club interconnect everything themselves — a
greal example of “leaming by doing.” A clearance
from the air traffic authorities is received ahead of
the release,

Each fall, amateur radio experts mingle with laymen in a forest hideaway a few miles south of the capital of Poland.

About 200 people checked in o this event in 2021, but only some of them stayed for the photo opportunity later in the day.
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Hardly anyone today can gel exciled
about talking to strangers on the radio
and exchanging five-nines without con-
text. Learning a litle about how it works
— and why it is helpful — is much more
appealing. The attendees are a diverse
group of experienced radio amataurs,
their spouses and children, their friends,
and teenagers who are jus! gelting
involved in radio activities.

Low, shortwave bands are usually
activated in order to demonstrate ground-
wave propagation, but most transmis-
sions and instructions deal with VHF and
UHF range. There are no statistics avail-
able on the yield of thesa gel-logathers,
but interast is growing, as naw adepts of
amateur radio are nitiated each time; this
2021 event was no exceplion. The 2022
event is scheduled for October 2. Similar
functions are arranged in other parts of
tha country.

Agroup of children g&l ready 1o find & nidden transmittes in an Amateur Rata
Direction Finding (ARDF ) activily, Anlennas are made of plastc conduil and
pces of tape moasure, Rocoivers are small, handheld 70-cantimeter radios

redy on rada, and betler understanding how it works helps
them in thesr dulles. Herg, (he paramedics demonstrate first
aid that anyone can porform in an emargoncy.

Honryk Kotowski, SMOJHF, was born in Poland, whore he gol his
frst amateur racko kcensa in 1960, Al 30, hae moved to Sweden

and had 1o wadl a few years befom he could apply lor & loansa. In
1992, whike in Florida, he eamed his Extra-class license win the

Tranamissions from the hellum balloon are followed by several groups
al The camp. Many isteners across (he country, and éven abroad
recaive the signals from high allitudes. The 430 MMz band ks mostly
usad, but 144 MHz |s sometimes included

cal sgn KEMHF, which hé uses when visiing Calfomis. Henryk
can be eached & smjhi @ gmail. com
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